F.5. As to my needs - T'm fairly well taken care of but a little gurprise package along the 'ine
you suprested is alwaye pleasant, The QOzamis City address is the glz‘eat for that sort of thing,
Ho telling wiere I will be at a given fime, Our main house is there. pouncisc Gonvento

That address is: (Uzamis Cityy Mindanao, F,I, Those air mail sheets Tatd. Tanno
Maurice mertioned don't exist out here any more and to send tais by ol RO,
air would cost P1,20. You will excuse the regular mail, No? :

Dear Alice & Naurice,

#hat a weakl It shouldn't happen to a deg. I have been waiting for

a notice from the P.0, to come, telling me that your money order had arrived, I got it
Monday but have been so busy that I have not had time to sit down and write you about
jt. I was on retreat =11 last week and I have been out to a Fiesta every day this week,
Today was a very easy one, close to home with no baptisms, we'dings or anything; just a
Mass so I find myself at home at 10,30. This is an official notice that I received it
safely, However, the boy is across the street trying to cash it and change the piece of
paper into pesoS. It was made out to the Kolumbizan P.0. and of course I am now in Lala
which might be a difficulty. Sometimes the municipic does not have enough money to pay
the employees so trenty pesos might be too steep for them, However, I should know bafore
I finish this, ( He just came in and T have to go to Kolambugan to cash it - hope I get
there before it wears outl ) You can tell your friend Mrs. Carroll that you have fulfill-

@/ that Spiritual Bouguet and T will also say a Mass for your deceased relatives that you
had in mind, Jorry to have delayed so long in acknowledging your letter but I thought thr
money order would be here before this,

The news about your "expectency" is wounderfull, There can't be too
many Murphys around, especially like you people. I am sure everything will go well and I
will keep you in my prayers, It must scem like a gift from heaven after all these years,
You had better take it easy iaurice as you will need all your strength for this ordeal,
Joking aside, T am gled to hear that vou are freling better and that it was nothing more
serious than a nervous stomach -~ though that is bad enough.

T received vour letter with the pictures, for which many ifhanks, I
had seen the set vou aent Father Lavin but it is nice to have 2 set of my ovm. I was glad
to hear that all in the picture were well and happy and expecting little surprises of
their owmn,

These Fiestas I mentioned are great thirgs. Some you can make in the
Jeep ( very fewl ), some you go to strictly on foot and to one of them I had to ride a
bangka or native boat down a river as mysterious and beautiful as anything you would see
in a travelouge, The erocodile is np stranger to this river and T had hopes of an inter-
esting journey but as we twisted and turned with the water there was nothing more mitin;’
than a stray log to avoid, In fact the only thing we saw was a stray monkey, all by his =
lonesome, eating his breakfast in a tree top, Ch, yes, I did see a baby crocodile, that
is, I saw his skin, hanging on ona of the houses to dry, A uke and a pretty girl would
have made it seem like a ride on a city lakel Off course that's out. Have you noticed the
price of uke strings these daysl

The following day I went on a fiesta that was strictly a foot job. It
had rained for & day or so before 1 started and the rice fields were full, leaving no nati
to follow, I tried jJumping here and there for a while but finally gave that up as a bad
Jjobs It was much easier to sit down and take off my shoes - which I did, From there on it
was just a matter of taking the most direct route. T will admit I looked rather well tan-
ned upiithe knees when I arrived near the chapel tut a nice, little stream took care of
that and I said Mass clean but sockless, Things do turn out a bit differentifthan in the 8
States, My most harrowing evprrience turned up in what was supose to be a very quiet bar-
rio, I returned from my breafast to find the chapel " a mass of human flesh", Wy boy and
& couple of others were frying to register the baptisms, I pot a table and put them out-
side to continue their work while I started to baptize. ‘hen I finished the work I had
baptised 561 The Tirst batch was 38 and the second was 20, Any baby that wasn't erying wad
hawving the 1ife pinched out of it to start it up. These people don't believe it fskes un-
less the baby cries during the ceremony and pity the baby that sleeps. As 5
from one ‘bobythe other, the baby is often hmdn&ybacl: pu?orthe :gther to bepged n.nﬁouﬂlm is
a snatching back and forth as you walk along the line, Speuking of lines, I am now on the
last one. Love to all my friends in 5.F. and to yourselves.  fothuy Hil)






