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Sender’s name and address
REV. G MARTLAM
51 Columton's
ll Navan
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St. Columban!s,
Bavan.
L Jenuary 1972,

Dear Maurice and Alice, ¥

Hany thanks for your Christmas card. T'm afraid that T have lost the habit of
sending cards myself. But still it is nice te gat them. I dddn't get yours till today.
It was delayed for sems time by going to Eilliney. As you can see from tha above adiress,
1 have been transferred back to Navan. And they don't always eend mail promptly from Kil1iney.

There 1s'a good deal of coidng dnd going betwsen here and Eilliney and they generally wait

e

LI semebody will be coring to Naven and let him take the mail. Bub as offen as not he for-

GetE and Lhen yob walt Tor the next courier. If they would just reeddress the lotiers we would '

get them much faster. &

Sorry that you are not going to make Lurope ilis year, but as far as Ireland is
concerned you are not going to miss much, The trouble is not getting better but rather worse.
And most people think that it is only a matter of time till it spreads south of the Border,
Certainly the deseription of Ireland in the old song a8 "the most distresaful country that
ever I have seen' never fitted it more than it dess nay, & least since famine days.

* thought for a while after lsaving Killiney that I would be going back to ke
Us S., to Gmaha. T almost had my viss secured when there was a change of plan, It sulted
me-all right. The only mear realitives I have in the U. 5. now are my brother and his wife.
+They live in New Jersey and it sould be as easy to visit them from here as from Omsha. Tt
would certainly be chesper on a charter flight. Sut in any case they want to come and live
in Ireland this yesr. First they were attracted to the North of Ireland, &s most of our
friends and relatives are there but, with the trouble hhere, they are thinking in terms of
ths South now. But by the time they cone it may be as bad here.

I expect you enjoyed your trips b0 Hawali, I have been there a couple of times
on my way to and back Trom Japan, but enly while the ship anchored there. It is a beautiful
spot, but I understand it is very expensive now. Hut then, you might say, what place isn't.
Hotel fares in Ireland are going up all the tire and tourists sre getting fewer. The troubls
in the North has somathing to do with ity bat T would say the prices have an effect too.
People can get package deals Par holidays in Spaln or soreghsre like that. It costs them
less. They have a real change scene. And they have guaranteed sunshine, which ws can't glve
them hare,

. % bad 3 note fromPre 8111y Smith for Christaas.. Thars is & good-desl of trounls
where be is with the Moslems. For all prectical purposes there is war between them and the
Chrisiians, and the Moslems are in the majority, Iobs of Catholic Pamilies have flsd to other
parts and seme of our schools have kai to close down. There have been even mors deaths bhan
in the North of Ireland.

Well, 211 the best now for 1972. fnd at prayer time say cne for me.

LOoVe.




