Catholie Convento
Tala, Lanao
Febr

Dear Alice ° MMaurice,

I received the news of Tom's arrival when T

from Manila earlv fhis month, Mav ffer my congradulstions upon
addi

ion, T was ¢lad *n heap that evervthing went o,k, and T am sure that

are delichted *o be doing = extra work ﬂmfolvwd. T7 “Llii send him a
little medal I hawve on hand bu I guess I cant't do it in this form lettep

so I will send it regular mail in another envelope, How about puttine
an order for a little sister for Tom - o play with later on?2?
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Gatholic Convento
1ala, Lanao
February 22, 1952

o

Dear Alice & Maurice,

. If wvou went to be as consistentas I am you will start
to read this leiter on the back flap} Honestly, I'm punch drunk from run-
nine around and trying to cope with new problems, A week or so flrom now -
March lst, to be exact, I am to open a new parish and while becoming a
pastor may be an honor er a time to start tvaking it easy in the States, it
is nothine more than a headache and much more work oub heree. They have de-
cided to split the parish of Lala in half and I have been presented will - -
the new halfis It was much too big ©o be handling from one centro and now
that T am able to swing things a bit myself ( though I'm 8t111 swinging 2
good bit like a rusty gatel) the break has come and I leave for Kapatagan,
the other municipio of the original parish, on next Saturdaye Well, I don't
really leave - there is no place to go - but the parish begins to operate #
as a new unite A}l I have is a piece of land - at least I almost have i -
upon which sbands a chapel where we used to say liass every Sundgy and that
is all, I say the chapel stands; that is not quite correct. It Lilts very
mch to one side, Tt has a beawtiffil entrance, there being no deors, and is
well air-conditioned, there being no sides. The floor is the ground and a
few home-made benches make up the pews, The convento, as velt, does not ex-
ist and thab is the reason T will not start to live there in liarche T will
stay on here in Iala and runithe parish from this place until T have a place
to ssay, I could rent a house for the tinme being; they aré hot too bad but
the difficulty is that while the pcople are trying ‘o get a priest tgfcome
they will go to a lol more btrouble: Yo fix things up. Once he is _';hé;i_:"e, they
have what they want and the priest i1l -heve a lot of work ! rying to get a
‘bit of cooporalion, They are pla ming to take up a special collection for
the convento but if they mandge a thousand pesos ( 5500,00 ) they-will be
doing foode It will take at least five thousand pesos To put up a half de-
cent place with a G.I. roof, ( Doggone ity it is now 12,30, I started this
his morning and had to leave for a sick call, the poor guy was oo Tar
gone to even talk but that is better than no call at all, I started in when
T oot bacl: from that and had to stop for a funeral, I ate my dinner and sta

ot
started afing when another funeral came in, Also had two yesterday., I just
asked the boy if -the loros wers kililing them off in the hillsl) : .

here was T3 — oh, yes — well, after T get he convento Up I can get

+o work oh ‘he churchs straightening it up, if it will stand the pull, and
thepsone siding and flooring, The altar is just made of a few planks so I.
should be able 4o clean that up. I have a small iron safe which T can use I
for a babernacle and two nicr candle stickse I also got a present of some
1ingns from the Columban Sisters whep: I first came out which T have not used
as vet, saving then for just uch aa immergencys L. will dry to bum a fer .

. Adines. from the -main house in Ozamig the nexl |ime-E po over-bub thew-ore
not usually over-stocked, If you run across any one irying to get rid of a
million bucks before inecome tax is due, give him my addressi :

fell, thazt's whal has had e up & iree for the past few wreks, Tf
it isn't éne thing it is about ‘“wenty others, T have a stack of mail here
that would choke a horse bul T can't seem to get at 1t. Bub ab least you

Imow T am-alive and kicking ( plentyl ) and when you geu that block Rosary
torether tell *them to ‘throw in an-extra Ave for a gup you lmow oub in the

o —
swamps of Tala — or I should say, [apatagan, noWe Tat swamp business isg. SS
not just & joiie, either. During ine rainy season I need a boat to patxol uy
vast domain, Gh, well, it has one advantage; I caon fish ri bt off the back

pokrch ~ il my convento has a pokrche

I guess thatls. it for this time, I hope Thomas Patrick doesn't
mive too much irouble and let's the neipghbors sleep at night. 1y best to
211 17 friends in San Besses Francisco snd keep me in mind as you pace the

floor nighiSe : 'Q Jﬂ
As ever, = _ﬁ_ 5%






